[The behavior of serum angiotensin-converting enzyme in normotensive subjects, in subjects with essential hypertension and in subjects with primary hyperaldosteronism on the orthostatic test].
The results of this study demonstrate that only in healthy normotensive subjects during extended orthostatism that the renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system remains integral and is characterized by a significant increase in serum angiotensin-converting enzyme (SACE), plasma renin activity (PRA) and plasma aldosterone (PA). SACE modification do not seems to directly follow that of PRA (as shown by the absence of a direct correlation between SACE and PRA). In essential hypertension, the behavior of SACE seems to change, without demonstrating a significant increase in the mean levels of this enzyme. Finally in hypertension of known origin, such as primary hyperaldosteronism, the low levels of SACE in the recumbent position (not stimulated by orthostatism) seem to depend (by mechanism of negative biofeedback) on the increased serum levels of PA, which is moreover verified in the same group for PRA.